Monocytopoiesis in chronic eczematous diseases, psoriasis vulgaris, and mycosis fungoides.
Monocytopoiesis and blood monocytes were examined in 8 patients with disseminated chronic eczematous diseases, 8 patients with disseminated psoriasis vulgaris, and 8 patients with mycosis fungoides in plaque or tumor stage. Monocytopoiesis was moderately stimulated in all these patients. The stimulation manifested itself by: (1) a rise in relative number of promonocytes in bone marrow in all patients with eczema, in 1 out of 8 patients with psoriasis, and in 7 out of 9 examinations in patients with mycosis fungoides; (2) a rise in [3H]thymidine labeling indices of medullar promonocytes (8/8 eczema, 7/7 psoriasis, 8/9 mycosis fungoides); and (3) a rise in the naphthol-AS-D-chloroacetate esterase activity of blood monocytes, indicating premature monocyte marrow egress (3/5 eczema, 7/8 psoriasis, 9/9 mycosis fungoides). In eczema and psoriasis the mean enhancement of monocytopoietic activity was similar but less pronounced than in mycosis fungoides. In the latter disease there was no correlation between measured parameters and visible skin lesions. The results were interpreted as indicative of increased monocyte consumption by pathologic, immunologic, and/or inflammatory processes.